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If you would like more information or  

have any suggestions or comments about  

our newsletter please contact:  

Tieal at 

or email .  

Visit us at 

Our new website is “in the works!” 

Please use www.ohanaheritage.org.   

You will be transferred to the new website when it is up.  

Thank you for your support! 

As the fall quickly approaches, I am again 
reminded of the ever changing landscape 
of not just our organization, or even our 
community, but our entire world, the 
world we used to all be fairly comfortable 
with. 

We have all witnessed an increase in need 
everywhere, a reduction of available funds 
be it in the home or worldwide, unem-
ployment permeating life, healthcare poli-
cy changes that will affect everyone – and 
we stop and wonder at it all.  In such a 
time, A Rosie Place has become a sign of 
promise and hope.  

The echo of children, the smiles on faces, 
and the joy of our staff have all been dis-
plays of a different landscape here at A 
Rosie Place. Growth continues to show its 
face with our campaign, “Ring Around A 
Rosie!” which sponsors a child and their 
family with services for the year. Nursing 
students from surrounding colleges are 
being exposed to fragile children in hopes 
that we can increase the future labor 

 

It is O’Hana’s vision to create a community in which families of medically 

fragile children are supported and empowered. From that vision our mission is 

to provide fiscal support, and promote community awareness and involvement 

in order to fulfill the mission of A Rosie Place. 

DIRECTOR OF CLINICAL SERVICES 

Vicki Koehler 

FEEDBACK    & 
COMMENTS 

arosieplace.com 

Edward Sullivan III 

Frank Vite 

Roberta Ziolkowski 

Elizabeth Walker 

 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Tieal Bishop 

Available in many areas such as… 

Business Development & Administration, 

Grant Writing, Public Outreach & Com-

munication, Horticulture, Research & Data 

Collection, and Nursing! There are 

multiple needs that the  

foundation and facility currently have 

and much to accomplish in order to fulfill 

our mission to empower families of   

fragile children.  

Contact Executive Director,  

Tieal Bishop at 574-315-6283 to 

learn more about our Internship     

Programs. 

force of skilled care for these 
special children. Our progress in 
securing reimbursement is slow but 
sure as we expose people to the im-
pact of our accomplishments. We have 
had the exciting opportunity to showcase 
our home and present our vision to a varie-
ty of public figure visitors such as Senator 
John Broden, House Representative Tim 
Neese, representatives from Congressman 
Donnelly’s office, and Jackie Walorski. On Sep-
tember 29th, we traveled to Indianapolis for a 
meeting at the Governor’s office where discus-
sions continued to develop the next steps to 
protect the future success of A Rosie Place.   

As this year starts to wind down we are hope-
ful and grateful. We have come so far. It is 
never far from my mind as I continue to seek 
ways to fund all the beautiful events I have 
had the privilege to witness… we could have 
done none of this without you. Pressing 
ahead, committed more than ever…and now, 
back to work!  

O’HANA HERITAGE FOUNDATION  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Deborah Cafiero  

Mary Degeneffe 

Christine Haas 

Bryan & Cyndy Hoexum 

Sean Kearns 

Bumni Okanlami 

H.A.V.E.N.  Family picnic  

celebrated Summer! 

Nemo & Dory:  new addi-

tions to our aquarium 

thanks to generous dona-

tion! 

“More Than Just Play” 

Developmental Playgroup 

meeting 3 days a week at 

A Rosie Place!  

 

Visitors:   Senator Broden, 

Jackie Walorski, Repre-

sentatives from Congress-

man Donnelly’s office, and 

House Representative Tim 

Neece 

Presentation made to 

Governor Daniel’s Office 

on Sept. 29th 

7th Annual Golf Outing in 

August was a huge success 

with over 100 participants! 

Launch of new Sponsor a 

Child Campaign  

BOO BASH! H.A.V.E.N. 

event Ocotber 29th  

2nd Annual It’s a Wonder-

ful Life at A Rosie Place      

December 3rd for all spe-

cial needs children and 

families (birth—16 years) 

2nd Annual Dodge Ball is in 

the works… 



“Congratulations.”  A nurse brought Mikan over to me swaddled 

in a blanket.  I knew he would be small, but seeing him for the 

first time was appalling.  A tiny mouse face peeked out of a quick-

sand of white cotton blanket.  The blanket ever so slightly rose 

and fell with his shallow breaths, hiding, and then revealing his 

miniscule features.  One pound, twelve ounces, thirteen inches 

long.  

  

My husband and I soon learned that Mikan was much smaller than 

an average 28 weeker, and thus his healing path would be slow 

and inconsistent.  His case was also troubling because we didn’t 

know why he was premature.  Mikan remained in the hospital for 

six months during which he had five surgeries, multiple blood 

transfusions, and too many opportunities to leave this world.  He 

was discharged from the hospital with a ventilator attached to a 

trach.  It seems cursory to summarize his hospital stay in a few 

short sentences, but, at the same time, it’s nice that time has 

blurred together the painful details, leaving only these 

“highlights” when we retell it.  

 

We had heard about A Rosie Place while Mikan was in the hospi-

tal, but when we came home, they had yet to accept families.  

While we were excit-

ed for our six-month-

old to finally see his 

nursery, we wearied with his 

constant care.  There is an 

edgy attentiveness that 

swarms every parent of a 

medically fragile infant.  

And it’s exhausting.   

  

Mikan qualified for home 

care, but the agency we had 

hired at discharge sent unre-

liable and unqualified nurses 

to our home.  They often 

failed to show up for night shifts, expressed discomfort caring for 

him, or flat out refused to help manage his equipment.  This added 

to our stress rather than alleviating it.  Because of Mikan’s com-

plicated daily regimen and requisite equipment, including a venti-

lator, trach, suction machine, and oximeter, we didn’t have many 

friends or neighbors willing to learn his care. 

 

Today, at three-years-old, Mikan’s routine is more “normal tod-

dler” and less “medically fragile infant,” although he still bears a 

g-tube and works hard each day to catch up with his peers.  We 

are pleased that A Rosie Place is filling a need for others as in-

volved as Mikan was.  It is a family friend.  A super-qualified 

baby-sitter.  Someone who can help.     
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WE WOULD LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU! Whether you  
are a new/current family, a volunteer or a donor with something 
exciting to say we want to hear from you. If you have any stories 
or poems, or would like to submit any photos please email them  
to ROSIEOFFICE@4ROSIE.ORG. We would all love to hear about 
how  

 
PHYSICIANS EVENT  
On Thursday evening,  
October 13th  
Tour at 5:30 & Presentation 6:00 

A special event for our medical com-

munity presenting “Innovation in 

Healthcare for Medically Fragile Chil-

dren.”    

 
2ND ANNUAL 
HOLIDAY FESTIVAL  
Join us Saturday, December 3! 

It ’s a Wonderful Life… 

A Holiday Festival for all medically 

fragile children & their families. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU… A huge success this year with over 100 participants generating over 
$24,000 (after expenses!) for the fragile children we serve! Thanks again 
to our committee for their hard work and to all of our sponsors;  

Memorial Home Care, The Ziolkowski’s, South Bend Clinic, Carmi Design 
Group, It’s Tops, Memorial Hospital, Crown Corr, Inc, Kipling, Universal 
Forest Products, Elkhart General, United Beverage and Tom and Carol 
Downey.  

A special thanks to ABC 57 and Froggy 102.7 for acknowledging our spon-
sors and their commitment to fragile 
children. 

Congratulations to this year’s  

winning team - 5th/3rd Bank! 
 

Greg Brown, Chad Desjardin,  
John Estes, & Craig Seeber 

“We felt and feel as if we ’re 

part of your family.”  

-Response from family after their child stayed for the weekend at A Rosie Place. 

EXPERIENCED  
NURSES NEEDED! 

As we grow, so grows our need to 
add to our amazing staff.  We are 

looking for nurses and support staff 
to be a part of our growing family!   

 
Contact Vicki Koehler at 

574.235.8890.  

— Mikan’s Mom 

IN MEMORY OF  

IN HONOR OF 

MARY “MICKEY” SMITH 

BETTY HARRELL 

 

 

DARREN HOEXUM’S BIRTHDAY 

CHARLENE RUSH’S BIRTHDAY 

LEFTY SMITH 

Loren B. 6/6 

Ryan S. 6/8 

Merry Grace 6/17 

Mary D. 6/28 

Bryan B. 7/1 

Mark B. 7/3 

Vicki K. 7/5 

Kyleigh 7/8 

Lauren 7/25 

Syncere 8/2 

Baylee 8/8 

Roberta Z. 8/14 

Tieal B/8/18 

Malani 8/26 

Brandon D. 9/1 

Johnay L. 9/22 

Ronda S. 9/27 

Ellie C. 10/3 

Ethan S. 10/28 

Piper K. 11/23 

Brody K. 11/23 

Laura H. 11/30 

Dylan B. 12/8 

Jaron 12/18 

Sarah 12/20 

Alexa 12/30 

Join us in celebrating the lives of two very 
special Joeys.   
All of us at A Rosie Place join these families 
in lovingly remembering… 

Joey Spicher 4.16.11 
We were delighted to have Joey attend our 
Spring H.A.V.E.N. event with his family.   
His passing was soon after.  We are grateful 
to have welcomed Joey to our home.  

Joey Szpakowski 6.4.11 
Joey had big, beautiful green eyes, a million 
dollar smile, and loved to give kisses.   
We are so honored that Joey’s family was 
part of ours. 

 
NEXT H.A.V.E.N.-
HERE AND VISIBLE
-EDUCATIONAL 
NETWORKING  
A day for families of fragile 

children  
October 29  11:30-2:00 

Boo Bash! 
Wear your favorite costume! 
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What happens 
when you get 200 
kids excited about 
helping kids? 

 
 
 

They work together to raise 

$2,500 for A Rosie Place! 

Why  do     

mummies  l i ke Chr i s tmas?  

YOUTH FOR  

O’HAN
A 

JACK-O’-LANTERN PUZZLE 

Color the vowels orange.  

Color the consonants yellow. 

A Rosie Place is filled with the sound of laughing, energetic children each 
week!  We welcome “More Than Just Play” therapeutic playgroup to our 
home! 

A Mother’s Touch to Building 

Foundations of Child Development 

 

Monica Davis & 

Heather Kakalia,  

Developmental Thera-

pists 

 

Do you have a child 

that lacks focus or needs        

constant attention? 

Do you have a child that has a difficult time with 

 transitions? 

Do you have a child that plays rough with others or 

 cannot seem to let others alone? 

Do you have a child that is sensitive to loud noises     

 or touch? 

Do you have a child that is non verbal or does not 

 take an interest in other children? 

As a parent, do you have a difficult time finding        

 activities for your child? 

As a parent, do you have a difficult time finding so-

cial outings for your child? 

If you answered yes to any of these 

questions we can help.  
We are offering a theme based interactive program. 

Each week will be focused around play therapy with spe-

cific activities that will help your child with his/her 

physical movement, cognitive play, communication skills, 

sensory development, and socialization with other peers. 

This is a great opportunity not only for your children to 

socialize with other kids but for you as a parent to net-

work with other parents.  

We have a combined 25 years of experience in First 

Steps, an early intervention program for kids with de-

velopmental delays. 

Sign up today!  

For more information contact  

Heather 229-7143 or Monica at 329-3706.  

Color vowels orange 

C
o

lo
r 

co
n

so
n

an
ts

 y
el

lo
w

 YOUTH 
FOR  
O’HANA 
is designed 

to engage youth and raise funds that 
will directly support medically fragile   
children in our area. 

If you want to be a contributor to our 
KID”S ONLY’s page, you can submit a 
story about you, a poem or artwork,  

puzzles or games, please email Tieal at  

ROSIEOFFICE@4ROSIE.ORG. 

Sessions cost $100 for 10 sessions or 6 sessions for $75.  Individual sessions can be purchased for $15 a session 

as well. We are able to sponsor kids that would not otherwise be able to afford the program.  


