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Falling into Place 
Fall is an inspiring time of year – a time of visible change, a brilliance of color, and a time to reap all 
that has been sown in previous seasons. Hard decisions, new directions, laying things to rest; have 

led us to this time of year; where things fall into place and a path is made clear. Unprovoked  
generosity, shared trials, and our united resilience has culminated into a very successful 2015 here at  
A Rosie Place.  

 

We are experiencing the gifts of our labor.  A decade after the dream of A Rosie Place was  

inspired, I am proud to announce our first Medicaid funding payment has been received! An amaz-

ing accomplishment for our future success. For all of those who have supported us along the way, 
rejoice with us that the seeds of our vision have reached a harvesting time!   

 
Just as the brisk fall air changes the season, we also are preparing for a new season. We have grown 

our “Rosie” family and expanded services, and now are reaching a point where we will have a full 

house on weekends! This year we have successfully hired 10 new staff, a full time Director of  

Clinical Services, and developed a new position of full time Respite Care Coordinator. This  

increase in support was to handle the expansion of services to children and families.  Funding was 

provided by a grant from the Elkhart County Community Foundation, along with a local couple, 
who believe in our passion to serve and empower those who demonstrate daily courage and strength 

in caring for the most fragile children in our community.  

 
There is no stopping our progress. I thank you so very much for the  

generosity each of you have shown. It is never far from my mind that  
our impact on these amazing children and their families would  

not be possible without YOU!  No matter what the season …  

integrity, compassion, honesty, and a diligence so fierce –  
there was never a doubt that together we can do all things!  

 
Our needs grow with every season, so… back to work!  
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OUR PEEPS 

It is O’Hana Heritage Foundation’s vision to create a 

community in which families of medically fragile children are 

supported and empowered. With that vision, our mission  

is to provide fiscal support, and promote community  

awareness and involvement in order to fulfill  
the mission of A Rosie Place. 

We love to hear from  you! 

Contact us at 574.235.8899  

or email rosieoffice@arosieplace.org.  Visit us at arosieplace.org 
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A Rosie Place has been a Godsend to our 

family. Our son requires 24 hour care, 7 
days a week, and most of the time we 

are up to the task, but we are often ex-
hausted and feel guilty that we don't 

give his twin enough of our attention. 
Now, we are blessed to have the team at 

A Rosie Place that give us much needed 

respite care. We feel confident that he is 

well cared for in a beautiful safe place 
and we rest and refuel. This is a service 

that all parents of medically fragile chil-
dren desperately need.   

      -Parent (D.C.) 
 

Can't say enough positive about the 

administration that keeps us up to date 
on services available in the community, 

truly cares about our children and takes 
the time to interact with all the little 

people in their house! So very grateful 

for the serving hands that make A Rosie 

Place a haven for those of us who  

really need it. 
      -Parent (F.C.) 

QUOTES FROM FAMILIES: 

 

http://greatnonprofits.org/org/a-rosie-place-ohana-heritage-foundation-inc 

POST YOUR REVIEW OF A ROSIE PLACE ON 

We are “being social” on social media!  
Please see our posts on  
Facebook (AROSIEPLACE) and follow 
us on Twitter @tiealstweet & 
@A_Rosie_Place and on Instagram 
@ARosiePlace. 
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H.A.V.E.N. (Here & Visible, Educational Networking) 
Our quarterly events for families with medically 

fragile children continue to be well attended!  

Families enjoy the opportunity to visit with each 
other and enjoy the house built for THEM by 

our community.  Thank you 
for continuing to make these 

events possible.  We had so 
much fun hosting a  

Fall Carnival for our 

H.A.V.E.N. event on  

       October 3rd.   

 

It’s a Wonderful Life at A Rosie Place 
Save the Date!  December 12th, 10am-3pm.  This Open House event is for all special 

needs families with children 15 and younger!  At this annual event, 

we love to fill the house with all families of special needs children in 
our community, not just those who are medically fragile.   Santa and 

Mrs. Claus will be on hand for family photos! Families have told us 

that this was their child’s first opportunity to meet Santa “in person” 
and are so appreciative of their attention to each child.     

Enjoy cookies, hot cocoa and crafts!   
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

O’Hana 4 Me Playgroup 
The O’Hana 4 Me Playgroup is in its second year and is beginning to grow with more 

children attending!  If you are looking for a rocking, giggling good time, this is the place.  

No playgroup is the same!   O’Hana 4 Me Playgroup was started and is run by a mom 

who knows what kids like and makes every effort to adapt the games and activities to 
EACH child’s needs.  This playgroup gets kids with complex medical conditions and 

mobility issues together in small groups for fun and companionship with kids just like 
them.  The goal is to share homemade adaptive toy ideas 

and activities for mobility challenged children.  Contact 

Janelle at ohana4me@outlook.com and join the Facebook 

page at www.facebook.com/groups/ohana4meplaygroup.  Next 

play dates are Oct. 17 & Nov. 14, 11am-12:30pm. 

 

A Rosie Place Trail of Treats 
Thursday, October 29th, A Rosie Place clinical staff will host our 

families for a special Trail of Treats through the house (or park-

ing lot if weather permits)!  All families with a child who is medi-

cally complex are invited to attend.  5:30-6:30p.m.   

The Rosie Golf  Classic 
A Rosie Place hosted its 11th Annual Rosie Golf Clas-
sic at The Warren Golf Course at Notre Dame on 

July 20th.  Players enjoyed perfect golfing weather, 

amazing competition and best of all, an opportunity to support chil-
dren who are medically fragile! Major sponsors for this event includ-

ed: Wells Fargo, South Bend Medical Foundation, Kerry and David 
Stephens,  Logistick Inc., Tire Rack, Superior Van and Mobility, 

and  
Crown Corr, Inc.  Players fueled up on delicious snacks  

courtesy of Jimmy John’s and Gigi’s Cupcakes. Nick Kan-

czuzewski of Team Logistick was ecstatic to make his first “Hole-
in-One” winning an amazing electronics package! 

Thank you to all who participated and see you next year! 
 

 
 

 

 

A Celebration of  Life 
The life of Dr. Femi Okanlami was remembered and celebrated at a tree dedi-

cation ceremony on August 11th at A Rosie Place.  A beautiful maple tree was 

planted in the center of the property to shelter the children’s playground and 
family pavilion.  This tree will stand as a monument to all that Dr. Okanlami 

was to the families of medically fragile children in our community.   
One friend put it elo-

quently, “Your memory 
and the blessings of 

your life will live long 
after this tree.” Femi 
will be greatly missed 
and never forgotten.   

 
 

ROSIE KIDS ART 
WORKS OF heART 

 

 
 
On respite weekends, our kiddos eat together, 

play together, and sometimes, they paint  

together.  Paintings are made using their 

hands, feet, thumbs and fingertips.   

Some projects are chosen for a particular child 

and some are completed over a series of visits, 

each adding something of themselves until a 

completed picture appears—a picture that is 

joyful, and colorful, and celebrates who they 

are . . . 

they are the children of A Rosie Place.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You will see many examples of our kids  

designs through this newsletter.  Artwork is 

available for purchase and funds the Rosie Art 

Program.  Call Meghan at 574-235-8899 to 

purchase your own masterpiece or sponsor 

future works.    

SPECIAL EVENTS  JUST FOR FAMILIES  
 

Community 
Support 

4 Square Restaurant 
Ace Hardware—North Webster  
Cathedral of St. James—    

      “Shortcakes on the Blacktop” 

Corporate Matching Gift Programs 

 -Give With Liberty  

 -Medronic 

 -Northwestern Mutual 

 -Seimens Caring Hands  

Flowers by Stephen 

Hilltop Restaurant 

Korhorn Financial  

Morris Inn 

Notre Dame Blue Bucket Challenge 

Old National Bank—Jeans Day 

Press Ganey Service Day 

St. Mary’s Students for Autism 

Center Court & Employees 

 

In the News 
WSBT Darla Hernandez featured the O’Hana 4 

Me Playgroup on her newscast. 

WNDU Kate Chapell featured the Blue Bucket 

Campaign.  Notre Dame business students chose A 

Rosie Place as one of four charities to benefit from 
this marketing experiment. 

Sweet Pea Foundation highlighted the new murals 

they sponsored at A Rosie Place by artist Annie 
Monger in their newsletter. 

Sassy Magazine featured the Sweethearts Ball and 

the Rosie Golf Classic in their Scene & Be Seen 
articles.  

 

Gracious Gifts 
Blooms Nursery 

Carmi Design Group, Inc. 

The Goudets in honor of Mariana 
 Snoezelen Machine—portable multi- 

 sensory interactive environment 

It’s Tops  

Gigi’s Cupcakes 

Jimmy Johns 

Judee’s Boutique 

Martins’ Supermarket 

St. Joseph Regional Medical Center 

Selah Day Spa 

Sweet Pea Foundation 

 Backpacks, books, food for our June 

 H.A.V.E.N. event, mural funding 

Shamrocks—holiday decorations, treats,  

 bedding fund 

Stanley Clark School 

Starlight Children’s Foundation 

 Portable bedside Wii U and games 

 Radio Flyer wagons  
 Pavilion Grant 

Stephan Baby, Inc. 

Thistleberry Farm 
 

If we have omitted anyone, our apologies and please let us 
know so that we can feature them in our next newsletter. 

Guests ventured out on a snowy evening to attend 

the 3rd Annual Sweethearts Ball held on Valentine’s 
Day to raise funds and awareness for children who 

are medically fragile.  The Sweethearts Ball is a cele-
bration of the enormous impact our supporters have 

had on these children and their families.  Guest 
speaker, Dr. Jennifer Arnold, a neonatologist who 

stars with her husband Bill Klein on the hit television 

show, The Little Couple, shared with guests her own 

experience as a child with many medical issues and 
the impact that A Rosie Place can have on families 

caring for a child with complex medical needs.  With 

humor and passion, she encouraged guests to engage 

as a community to support these special families.   
 

Special guests included Mayor Pete Buttigieg who 
praised the efforts of A Rosie Place and all who sup-

port such an innovative approach to addressing is-

sues faced by families of children who are medically 
fragile.  Kelly Johnson, parent of a daughter who is 

fragile, spoke openly about the challenges her family 

faces and how A Rosie Place has designed an amazing 

home away from home that provides support and 

opportunities not found anywhere else. 

The Sweethearts Ball 
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Our next Youth 4 O’Hana event will be at The Stanley 
Clark School on October 31st! Do to the outstanding 
growth of this youth community event, we are now holding 
the event bi-annually.  Local youth from all over the area 
play enthusiastically in support of kids with complex  
medical conditions.  All proceeds go to A Rosie Place  
respite program for families!  Play some ball for fragile kids!   
 
 

Thank you to this year’s sponsors Palmer Funeral Homes and  
The Stanley Clark School.   
 
Download the application at arosieplace.org 

WE WOULD LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU!  
Whether you are a new/current family, a volunteer or a donor with 

something exciting to say, we want to hear from you. We would love 

to learn about how A Rosie Place has affected your life story. 

Marian High School 
Last fall, Marian High School  
celebrated their 50th anniversary by 
sending all 700+ students out into the 
community for Knights Service Day.  
A hard working group came to A 
Rosie Place and  beautified our house 
and grounds.   

Chews Your Hero 
Northpoint Elementary School  raised $350 for  

A Rosie Place kids by hosting a 
Chews Your Hero fundraiser.   
For a small donation, students were 
given the options to chew gum  
and/or dress like their favorite hero.  
A Rosie Place was chosen as the 
recipient of this fundraiser by the 
student council and in honor of two 
students who are part of the  
Rosie family!   
Amrit (see photo) chose to 
wear her uncle’s favorite  
t-shirt because he is her hero!   
Thank you Northpoint kids! 

Beautiful       
Gifts  

in Honor 
& Memory 

I N   H O N O R   OF  
Annonymous Retirement Gift 
Josh Ackerley 
Alexa & Ellie Crawford 
Alexis DeMeyer 
The Garby Family 
Janet Howard 
Myron Noble 
Rosie Noble 
Dr. Bunmi Okanlami 
Zach & Emily Perkins 
Phyllis Rozanski 
Charleen Rush 
The Schoenberger Family 
Tom Smith 
Ronda Spaulding 
 
I N   L O V I N G   M E M O R Y 
Todd DeMeyer 
Arlene Dempsey 
Edward Gergesha 
William Green 
Christine A. Haas 
Darren Hoexum 
JoAnn Isban 
Kayden Kemp 
Fr. Richard P. McBrien 
Theresa Noble 
Dr. Femi Okanlami 
Donald Rumpler 
Charles "Lefty" Smith 
Mickey Smith 
Tim Tomassoni 
Linda Wickizer 
 

JAVA (John Adams Volunteer Association) 
JAVA continues their years 
long tradition of enthusiasti-
cally supporting A Rosie 
Place activities and fundrais-
ers.  They have done a fabu-
lous job of decorating for 
and assisting at events 
throughout the school year!  
We are so grateful for their 
consistent involvement in 
making sure our kids have 
the best time! 

Through the wonderful  

generosity of Northwestern  

University Dance Marathon and Starlight Children’s Foundation,  

A Rosie Place has been awarded a grant to construct a family pavilion behind 

the house.  Starlight Children’s Foundation is a leading global charity that 

partners with experts to improve the life and health of kids and families around the 

world.  An outdoor shelter like this has been something we’ve wanted for so long and will 

be put to great use by our children and staff during respite stays and by our families during 

our H.A.V.E.N. events.  A Rosie Place sits on five beautiful acres here in South Bend, and 

we are delighted to have this continuing development as we add this family pavilion to our 

existing pond and sidewalks, gardens and future playground.   

Special thanks to Carmi Design Group, Inc. for design expertise! 

 

CURRENTLY HIRING 

AWESOME NURSES 

FOR AWESOME KIDS! 
 

DOWNLOAD APPLICATION AT 

www.arosieplace.org/

New Family Pavilion 

In the last year, we have participated in three significant  

inspections to look at the quality of the services we provided  

at A Rosie Place.  The Indiana State Department of Health 

came for their annual unannounced survey – not one citation and only favorable com-

ments!  We participated in a three day accreditation process with the Council on Quali-

ty and Leadership, and were required to complete a nine month follow up survey. We 

did so exceptional, they waived the cost for the next follow up and are allowing us to 

complete it via phone rather than site visit! Our last inspection was the new funding 

stream I mentioned above. The Bureau of Quality Improvement  Services came on 

behalf of the Medicaid Waiver Program for our initial inspection – again, not one ele-

ment out of compliance. The inspector made the comment that most facilities have on 
average 25 to 50 remarks of improvement, we had none.  

A+ for us! 


